nternational trade in wildlife is a major threat to biodiversity conservation, with potentially adverse consequences for ecosystem functioning as well. It is of grave concern to governments and policy makers today as a result of marked and seemingly unsustainable levels of poaching and illicit trade, and the involvement of increasingly sophisticated criminal entities, which threatens the safety of rural communities, individual livelihoods, and national security in many countries. This trade involves many different high-value species, including African elephants, tigers, rhinos, pangolins, bears, and others that are in demand -most conspicuously in the Far East -either whole or for their parts and products, as luxury foods, traditional medicines, and curios.
